Personages -
The following is common knowledge for anyone living in Amber for any length of time.  (Limited knowledge is noted in parentheses.)

Royal Family of Amber
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Dworkin
     Oberon's pet sorcerer was dangerous, mad, and – if possible – even moodier than His Majesty.  Dworkin was often involved in some project of his own, or for the King; projects that could turn entire wings of the Castle green, or cause the taste of cinnamon to be the only flavor within all of Amber for a week.

     Only the brave or foolhardy risked their sanity, their lives and their physical contiguity by remaining in Dworkin's presence for long.  Not to mention risking His Majesty's disfavor.

     Oberon kept Dworkin on an ever shortening leash until eventually the sorcerer turned up missing entirely.  As everyone assumed that the King had finally lost his patient with Dworkin, most don't talk about the former court sorcerer, or even think about him too loudly.  (Only members of the Royal Family know that Dworkin was more than just Oberon's sorcerer, and they seemed determined to keep that knowledge private.)

     Dworkin has not be seen since guiding Oberon's funeral procession into Chaos.
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Oberon

     The Immortal, the Eternal, the God-King.  For as long as Amber existed, Oberon existed.  The two seemed irrevocably inter-twined.  

     Oberon was a King given to powerful passions; jovial laughter, terrible angers, dark sulks, brilliant enthusiasms.  And he had the power to make the entire universe feel the weight of his current mood.

     Oberon was not a King given to administration.  Even when in residence, Oberon had his Queens or other administrators bother themselves with the day-to-day management of the Eternal Kingdom.  All Oberon cared about was results.  As long as everything was running according to his expectations, all was good.  If something wasn't running to the King's expectations or desires, well... heads rolled.

     The loss of Oberon was a terrible -- almost incomprehensible -- blow to many of Amber's citizens.  Only the fact that he had been missing for several years prior to his death softened that trauma somewhat.  And many still either don't believe that Oberon is dead, or that he will return someday.

     The details of his death are, of course, a close kept secret among his family, though many veterans of the Black Road War were there to witness Oberon's last message to his children and his eldritch funeral procession.
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Empress Cymnea

     A former Princess of the Golden Circle Kingdom of Han and Oberon's first wife, Cymnea was just the practical forceful type of Lady to bring civilization to the rough-hewn Kingdom of Amber.

     Oberon and Cymnea's marriage was always characterized by cycles of conflict and reconciliation as both the Emperor and Empress were strong-willed, stubborn and proud people.  But no one contests that Empress Cymnea was a masterful administrator, bringing a golden age to Amber that it has not seen since.

     After the birth of Prince Eric, the Emperor and Empress' arguments began to take a different and more vicious tone until, 1270 years ago, Oberon dissolved their marriage ab initio and Princess Cymnea was returned to Han in disgrace.  Shortly after her incarceration within the mountain fortress of Jianyu, Cymnea 'committed suicide.'  A fact that does not sit well with her sons.

     (It is the closest kept of family secrets that Cymnea was not actually Hanese, but Chaosian.  Nor is there any conclusive evidence, given her nature, that she is dead.  This is something that is never spoken of aloud and certainly never, ever in Benedict's presence.)

[image: image4.jpg]



Benedict
     The eldest of Oberon's son, Benedict seems to have inherited far more of his mother's quiet stubbornness than his father's fiery temper.

     Benedict has mastered being inscrutable and no one, so far, has managed to accurately guess what the Prince is thinking or feeling.  Benedict has kept himself completely apart from Court politics since the disgrace and death of his mother, though there are some who find the Prince's seeming obsession with warfare... concerning.  Despite this, Benedict has been nothing but outwardly loyal to Oberon and Amber for the entire length of his life.  His fractious younger siblings, however, warrant no such loyalty.

     Benedict disappeared shortly after King Oberon some twenty-six years ago and it was generally assumed that he was dead.  His reappearance during the Black Road War came as a surprise to the general populace of Amber but his subsequent continued lack of interest in politics or the throne has gone some way to dispelling the rumors of yet another civil war on the horizon.  The Prince is currently not in residence in Amber and rumors have it that he is continuing his 'hobbies' in a shadow called Avalon.
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Dara

     Claiming to be a descendent of Benedict's, Dara is unknown to the general populace of Amber.

     (The Royal Family on the other hand is well familiar with the Chaosian's hijinx and not one of them, including Benedict himself, holds any good feeling toward the girl.  No word of Dara has been heard within the last year but most of the Family think it's only a matter of time.  And Random has made it plain that he wouldn't mind if someone showed up at his doorstep with Dara's head in a bag.)
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Osric
     It was said that if Prince Benedict inherited his mother's stubbornness, Prince Osric inherited her ability.  Osric was hands-down, no-holds-barred *the* best facilitator in Amber.  If a person needed something moved, done or erased, Prince Osric was the man to ask.  Nicely.

     While Prince Osric based his... business interests primarily out of Amber, he maintained several large estates and holding in the Golden Circle Kingdom of Han.  Many of which still endure in his estate's name to this day.

     Five hundred years ago during the only other successful invasion of Amber home soil, the Moonrider War, Osric heroically gave his life defending Amber on the stairway to Tir-na N'ogth.  To this day, there are still whispers that it was the Prince's ambition and his disaffection with his father that killed him, not enemy action.  (It is rumored among Family that the ghost of Prince Osric still haunts the stairway and Tir to some extent.)
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Finndo
     Whereas Benedict and Osric tended to resemble their mother, there was be no doubt that Finndo was his father's son.  The Prince was, by turns, friendly and convivial or malicious and temperamental.  Finndo seemed to have inherited all of Oberon's moods without inheriting the position or power that would change those moods from 'ineffectual whimsy' to the imperial rule.  A fact that was not at all lost on Finndo.

      Finndo also fell during the same Moonrider War that claimed his brother's life, and it is rumored for the same reasons.  However, Finndo died upon the Faiella-Bionin and with far more damage done to the enemy, his 'own' forces and the general architecture.  It took Dworkin two years to repair the stairway after Finndo's death and the Faiella-Bionin still carries a taint of unluck since that event.
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Czarina Faiella
     Shortly after the death of Empress Cymnea, Oberon married Faiella, a Princess out of Shadow who had captured the King's eye during one of Oberon's voyages and whom he had earlier moved to court.

    The Czarina was a match for her husband's passions and bon vivant lifestyle.  She vastly enjoyed rich living and the luxuries afforded to the Czarina of Amber.  And the court rumors of gold-digging may not have been too far from the truth.  Despite this, Oberon and Faiella were obviously very much in love and enjoyed each other's company immensely.  It was during this time, that Oberon built the Faiella-Bionin so that he and his wife could travel easily to one of their favorite party spots without trouble.

     Faiella's exuberant lifestyle took its toll on the Czarina and she died in childbirth after a mere 75 years of reign.  However, the depth of Oberon's grief at loosing Faiella leaves no doubt in the minds of his progeny or people, just whom the King's favorite wife was.
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Eric

     Born before the crowning of his mother, Czarina Faiella, Eric's first several years of life were as an unacknowledged by-blow of the King's upon one of the ladies of his court.  A fact that the reigning Empress and her sons were not slow to exploit.

     When the winds of Oberon's favor shifted and Faiella was exulted to Czarina, it was only Eric's adolescent wits that kept him alive during the reprisals of Cymnea's sons and court.  Neither the King nor Czarina seemed particularly concerned with the young man's plight.  Either he would survive or he wouldn't, their revels wouldn't be interrupted to care for a whining brat.

     Consequently, Prince Eric had become one of the most ruthless men in Amber.  There was no love lost between Eric and any of his siblings.  In fact, between Eric and mostly anyone.

     It was Eric's ruthlessness and sheer power of personality that allowed him to succeed where his brothers Caine, Corwin and Julian did not during the Weir Wars.  While the combined might of the Princes of Amber was enough to hold the invading Weir mostly off of Amber's soil.  It was Eric who turned Corwin and Julian's aborted return siege into a clear victory for Amber.  And he did it nearly single-handedly.  As a result of his actions, Weirmonken was the most recent Shadow to be added to the Golden Circle, roughly 350 years ago Amber time.

     Eric's actions during his father's absence and the subsequent civil war and Black Road War came as a surprise to almost no one.  It was only in retrospect that the general populace of Amber came to understand just how very far the King's loyalty to Amber exceeded his loyalty to himself.
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Corwin 

     On the other hand, Prince Corwin seems to have inherited both of his parent's joie de vive in full measure, as well as their passionate natures.  Never one to miss a fete or forget a name, Corwin was definitely one of the more popular Princes with the peoples of Amber.  Despite his unfortunately common indiscretions.

     Unfortunately, those same indiscretions did not endear Corwin at all to his siblings and the Prince's 'sense of humor' with regards particularly to his younger brothers and sisters was perhaps... a little dark. 

     While Oberon had never officially named Prince Corwin as his heir, the fact that Corwin was the first legitimate son of a recognized marriage did put him in a place of prominence.  As did his designation as the Prince of Arden, a position of some prestige.  The subsequent removal of that title is still a bone of contention between Corwin and Julian, though neither Prince talks about it -- ever.

     It was three hundred years ago that Corwin and Eric 'went hunting' together and only Eric returned.  A fact that confirmed in the eyes of their siblings that Eric was not to be messed with and that the world was better off without Corwin anyway.
    Corwin's return came as a surprise to everyone in Amber and just goes to show that you can't count a member of the Royal Family out until you see the body.  The Prince's brief stint as head of family made very little impression upon the general populace though it is chiefly remembered for bringing functional firearms into Amber and for establishing Gerard as Regent before he left.

     Prince Corwin did not return from Chaos with the rest of his siblings and the armies, though all know that the Prince is in good health and elsewhere.  Which in everyone's minds is a good thing.  (The Family is aware that Corwin, along with his son Merlin, are exploring his newly created Pattern.
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Merlin

     This Chaosian-born son of Prince Corwin is mostly a rumor brought back to Amber by the armies upon their return from Chaos.  It is said that Merlin is off with his father... wherever that is.  Another good thing in the citizenry's mind as no one is really prepared to deal with a shape-changing freak as a member of the Royal Family.  (As indeed are some of the Royal Family themselves.  It is with a certain nervousness that Merlin's presence with his father at the new Pattern is noted and only because Merlin hasn't been caught in anything overtly hostile to Amber that it is tolerated at all.)
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Caine
     Prince Caine, as a child, found his parents' lack of attentiveness all to his advantage.  Older retainers of the castle still tell horror stories of just where the young Prince was found and what he was up to when he was found.

     Ever the adventurer, Caine is often impatient with the politicking and manners of the Castle and seems to have found his calling in the rough and ready life of the seas.  It is said that is the result of Caine's hobbies that many of the sea-paths of the Golden Circle have been laid down (an exaggeration) and relationships necessitated with the various Kingdoms (a truth.)  

     The centuries *may* have mellowed the piratical prince somewhat.  After all, he calls himself an 'admiral' these days and has led the fleets of Amber's Navy against all who would challenge her, but Caine still has that gleam in his eye and is often away from Amber on 'private cruises.'

     Caine has returned from Chaos pretty much his old self and shortly thereafter set off to sail the seas of Shadow once more.  If the Prince has any regrets concerning his part in Brand and Deirdre's death, he certainly doesn't show it.
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Deirdre

     And then there was The Princess.  The first Princess, and as far as Deirdre was concerned, the only Princess. Deirdre benefited from her mother's sense of adventure in that she wasn't forced into a highly feminine role, and Oberon couldn't deny his little girl anything.

     While neither Prince Caine nor Prince Eric were particularly interested in The Princess, Corwin definitely was.  Protective and loving, Corwin was Deirdre's eternal champion.  And officially, that's as far as it goes.  Any distasteful rumors to the otherwise have been vigorously squelched by the Royal Family as malicious gossip mongering.

     As an adult, Deirdre retained her sense of drama and presentation. Deirdre specialized in getting what she wanted, when and how she wanted it.  Whether it was a new swordmaster or a new seamstress, Deirdre surrounded herself with experts.  That is, until she'd absorbed their expertise and moved on to her next fascination.

     Princess Deirdre's loss during the Black Road War is still mourned as one of the greatest tragedies in Amber history.  Her careless ways with the hearts and lives of her subjects seem to have been forgotten in the wake of her death.
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Majestrix Clarissa 

     A spell of seduction, that's what the prevailing opinion of Amber is.  Following the death of Faiella, Oberon became depressed, angry and extremely dangerous.  He also took to disappearing into Shadow for years on end.  He returned from one of these disappearances a different man, an eerily different man.

     On his arm was Clarissa, a sorceress from a Shadow that neither ever disclosed.  A bright-eyed and cheerful Oberon announced to the astonished kingdom that he had already wed Clarissa.  He promptly declared Clarissa, Majestrix of Amber and 'retired' to a quiet rural life in an out-of-the-way Villa in Garnath.  From then on, Amber was Clarissa's.  The Majestrix brought Amber to a time of power politicking, favoritism and downright vicious infighting such as the Kingdom has never seen since.  

     Until Oberon turned the tables, drawing much of Clarissa's power from herself into Amber itself, taking possession of her prize creation – Tir-na N'ogth and the Moon Stair -- exiling the Majestrix and holding her children hostage against any future retaliation.
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Fiona
     Clarissa's eldest and imbued with incredible sorcerous ability and training, Fiona was raised as the Majestrix's heir until Oberon overthrew Clarissa and placed the Princess under severe sanctions.

      Despite the royal disfavor, Fiona has worked tirelessly and loyally managing the sorcerous assets and emplacements drawn from Clarissa's person for the good of Amber.  And has seemingly worked her way out from under Oberon's overt suspicions.

     If this has left Fiona a little... sharp of tongue and sharp of mind, no one other than direct siblings has ever come to any good by attempting to cheer up or befriend the Princess.

     Fiona's involvement in the recent Black Road War has been down-played considerably by her Family.  (Only her siblings know of her... negotiations in Chaos.)  Though since her return to Amber, Fiona has been noticeably... visible and busy with minor tasks, so perhaps her part in the recent troubles hasn't been as forgotten or forgiven as it might seem on the surface.
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Bleys

     It was Clarissa's second child who eventually brought around the popular opinion on the Majestrix's children.  During his mother's rein, Bleys was considered of little account, being male, and a bit of a dilettante by Clarissa's standards.

     The rest of Amber found him charming and friendly as well as being an accomplished swordsman and effective sorcerer.  When Oberon originally imprisoned the Majestrix's children, it was Bleys' situation that held the sympathy of Court and City.

     By dint of an unstintingly easygoing nature, wit, humor, the pursuit of masculine pastimes and the seeming renouncement of sorcery, Bleys eventually won at least his father's tolerance and the release of himself and his sister on their own recognizance.

     And thus he remains to this day, perhaps the most personable prince of Amber, definitely the most consistently underestimated.  Which is just fine with him as this prevailing attitude among the citizenry of Amber and equally among his siblings has led to Bleys' invasion of Amber being almost totally overlooked or forgiven by just about everyone except certain diehard grudge-keepers -- mainly the Rangers of Arden.
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Llewella
     If there is any consolation in Llewella's life, it's that she gets to choose which Kingdom she is hated in.  As Oberon's progeny, she is less than admired in a Rebma that has found itself locked in step with an already powerful and acquisitive neighbor.  In Amber, she is just another one of Oberon's horde of bickering violent progeny with the entire red-headed 'brood' watching for a chance to avenge their mother's overthrow.

     Llewella has chosen to reign in Hell rather than to serve in Heaven.  While her half-sister, Moire, is the titular Queen of Rebma, Llewella's influence there cannot be understated.  Thus the Princess stays in Rebma where she was raised and where her status as Moins' child gives her real – if reluctantly given – authority.  As opposed to being lost among her ill-mannered and unsubtle siblings.  It is also rumored that, as the daughter of the Queen of the Sea, Llewella has been made heir to powers that her Amberite kin do not and never will understand.

     Llewella has not yet returned from Chaos and there are rumors among the army that Amber's most disaffected Princess may be putting some new skills under her belt.  (Among the Family, it is known that Princess Llewella has been assigned to remain in Chaos as a 'watchdog' on the defeated enemy.  How effective or... uncompromised she will be in this position is a matter of some internecine debate.)
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Brand

     It is said that Prince Brand was conceived during a last ditch effort of Clarissa's to 'reconcile' with Oberon.  However, as Oberon had made it clear that Clarissa never had the upper hand and that it was all an elaborate ploy to get the sorceress to invest her substantial power and influence into the Kingdom of Amber, it's only said in whispers by very foolish people.

     It was shortly after Brand's birth – 173 years after Clarissa came to Amber -- that Oberon divorced and exiled the greatly weakened Majestrix and imprisoned her adult children.  Oberon chose not to imprison the child Brand as well.  He merely subjected the boy to periodic 'inspections' by his pet sorcerer, Dworkin.  The direct result of these inspections was that the growing Prince Brand became the only known companion, other than Oberon himself, of the mad sorcerer.

     Whether Brand's ensuing moodiness was due to Dworkin's influence, his father's displeasure with his existence and heritage or the Prince's own nature is impossible to determine.

     Officially, Prince Brand gave his life for the good of Amber at the Abyss.  But the population, having some familiarity with that kind of phrasing, is aware that Prince Brand was up to something and now he's not.
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Florimel 

     Approximately 250 years after the exile of Clarissa, Oberon showed returned from yet another trip into Shadow with yet another woman in his arms.  This one was his infant daughter, Florimel.  The King made no bones about the fact that he didn't want to talk about Florimel's mother, even so far as to mention her name.  Merely that the King was going to raise this one on his own, without any interfering women.

     And that is what Oberon did.  Princess Florimel was the first and last child that the King had taken a constant and active interest in.  However, as Oberon was not a man most people would call constant or nurturing under the best of circumstances,  the strain on the King during Flora's youth was obvious.

     Despite this, Florimel has grown up to be the epitome of reigning Princess; beautiful, gracious and devoted to her Kingdom.  If the Princess is a little too beautiful, a little too gracious and a little too devoted to her Kingdom, well Oberon only had himself to blame.

     Florimel returned with the armies of Amber last year, but her stay was a brief one.  And she used it in a flurry of packing as she moved a substantial part of her household -- those who were willing or could be made to be willing at least -- into an ambassadorial post in Chaos.  Unlike her sister Llewella, Flora is definitely in a diplomatic posting and makes frequent trips back and forth between the two Kingdoms.

[image: image20.jpg]



Queen Rilga

     The presence of Queen Rilga in Amber is still a matter of great speculation among all her citizenry.  After the Clarissa debacle, Oberon loudly declared that he would never marry again.  And yet approximately 270 years after the exile of Clarissa, Amber found herself with a new queen.

     And such a... interesting queen.  While no one can say that Rilga was unattractive, but she certainly seemed to lack the, well... oomph of Oberon's former Queens.  She was certainly an able administrator, though nowhere near of Cymnea's abilities.  And while the Queen did laugh and had a certain playfulness, it could not be compared to the joie de vive of the rollicking Faiella.  And yes, Rilga did seem to know an interesting cantrip or two.  But she was much more demure in her power than the electrifying Clarissa.  In fact, in almost every way, Queen Rilga seemed a pale shadow to the former Queens.  And yet... and yet... things just went a little better in the Kingdom with a woman's touch once more on the King.

     Rilga made no bones about the fact that she came from a rather backward shadow named Merick with no prior awareness at all concerning the nature of reality.  Despite this, the Queen of All seemed... amazingly practical about the whole thing.

     Unfortunately, her lack of oomph and, perhaps, her shadow origin did not lend Rilga the strength she needed to survive the rollicking land of Amber, her God-like husband and her powerful, ancient and vicious step-children.  Rilga survived long enough to see her youngest son, Prince Gerard, to adulthood and then died under circumstances that could, at best, be called mysterious.  But so far, no malfeasance has yet been proven against anyone in the Royal Family.
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Julian
     Just two years after she was crowned, Queen Rilga gave Oberon yet another son.  Prince Julian was quite aware of both his youth and his superfluousness, thank you very much.  And in his adolescence, a more mopey,  depressing and altogether wet Prince of Amber had yet to be born.   As he grew older, Julian kept very much to himself and what exactly was going on behind Julian's quiet blue eyes, no one quite knew.  And the young man did seem to survive in a very competitive environment, so there was definitely something there after all.

     And it was something that Oberon detected as well.  After a time when Eric and Corwin's 'arguments' had reached a fevered pitch, the King expressed his displeasure by removing the title of Prince of Arden from Corwin and placing it upon what was considered the weakest, most puling Prince there was.  At first, this was considered to primarily be an insult aimed at Corwin and, indeed, Corwin certainly made his displeasure with Julian known to the young man.

     However, not only did Julian survive Corwin's displeasure, he proved himself to be a far more able 'Warden' (as he called himself) of Arden than Corwin ever was - turning Arden from a little used wild preserve into an effective bulwark in Amber's defenses.  One that successfully stood off the Weir invasion and one that channeled the Moonrider invasion right into Benedict's arms.  Needless to say, this did not gain the young man any points with Corwin either.
     Since that time, Julian has remained numbered among Amber's most loyal defenders and the recent troubles have only strengthened his reputation as such.  Julian's return to Arden after the Black Road War has been hailed by all as a good thing -- even if most of the populace still doesn't like him very much.  And maybe his return will help ease the pain of the land in Garnath.
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Gerard
     A laughing, robust child, Prince Gerard has grown up into a laughing robust man, which is probably the main contributor to his reputation for not being as smart as his siblings.  After all, who could be happy with *them* as older brothers and sisters.  But somehow Gerard manages.  Just as he manages to balance the love he bears for his country and his family against their words and deeds.

     As a young Prince, Gerard served under his brother Admiral Caine and from him learned a love of ships and the sea.  This seemed to sit well with Caine as the two Princes remain the steadiest, if the most unlikely, of friends.

     During Amber's recent civil war, Gerard was noticeably reluctant to pick a side, though pick a side he did.  Afterward, during the Black Road War, Gerard served as Regent in Amber during the five years that the armies were away.  His regency was noted for it's eveness, open-handedness and effectiveness during a time of great stress.

     But it was with obvious relief that the Regent turned the reigns of power over to his little brother upon Random's return and coronation.
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Random

     As far as either Random or Oberon will say, Random has no mother.  However, seeing as the infant turned up at the Castle without one of Oberon's legendary trips into Shadow preceding his appearance, bets are that Random's mother was/is an Amber native.  While the boy was growing up, no one stepped forward to claim him or the King's 'favor.'  And none of his older brothers' and sisters' turned up anything that has been revealed in public (or in private for that matter.)

     If Caine was the previous record holder for childish abandon among the Princes, Random put him to *shame.*  There are still places in the Castle recovering from the young Prince's... attentions.  Random's antics earned him no endearment from his older siblings and often made him the butt of some rather cruel jokes as a child.  (The only sibling whom seemed to tolerate him at all in his youth was Flora, who doted on him as a 'darling young child.'  Something that Random still resents to this day.)  If Random developed any skill from his youth, it was that of making a quick getaway.  Something that saved his skin more than once when he attracted his father's notice.

     Perversely, Random seems to have held of most of his maturing until late in life, though there are some who say -- quietly -- that he still has a way to go.  But it has been noted that married life seems to agree with the Prince, now King.  And he has mellowed noticeably, as well as gained a sense of responsibility.    Unfortunately, neither of these things seems to have affected his sense of humor.

      King Random is still a very new concept to an ancient people and he doesn't seem like he's particularly willing to explain himself.  However, despite a rather cavalier attitude, the populace of Amber must admit that things... don't... seem... to be going wrong.    
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Martin
     Very little is known about Prince Martin of Rebma among the populace of Amber, merely that he exists.  The scandal involving Prince Random and Princess Morganthe of Rebma is a well-known, oft-told and embellished tale in Amber, with sympathies going to either side depending on who is telling the tale.  Martin's subsequent escape from Rebma is shrouded in mystery but is seen as a fine example of the chutzpah of Amber's men.

     King Random seems to be following in his father's footsteps by not declaring an heir and most of Amber is still uncertain as to just how future Kings will be chosen.  Thus no one is calling Prince Martin heir apparent -- seeing as they're not sure he is an heir and he surely is apparent anywhere right now.

     (The family knows that Martin walked the Pattern in Rebma and left for Shadow after that.  Most of aware of the young man's stabbing at the hands of his Uncle Brand and respect the Prince's desire to have nothing to do with his family for a century or two.)
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Queen Vialle

     Queen Vialle is still somewhat of a mystery to most of the populace of Amber.  A strong-willed, patient and insightful woman, she seems almost the exact opposite of her husband.  Her decision to accept the marriage to Random surprised the entirety of the Rebman court.  Just as her decision to join her husband in captivity did the Amber court.  And yet, it seems to have been the best possible thing for the young woman to do.  That can't have been an accident, can it?

     In addition, Vialle has been blind from birth.  Despite the compensating strengthening of her other senses, Vialle remains handicapped in a world that requires strength.  Since coming to Amber, Vialle has been subjected to a number of subtle and not-so-subtle 'tests' to see if she was truly unable to see.  So far she has passed every one of them, several times to the detriment of her own health and safety.  The growing consensus within both the Family and the city is that yes, Vialle really is blind.

     Strangely though, despite her lack of vision, Vialle has brought a level of taste and decorum to Amber Castle that it has not seen since Empress Cymnea's day.  Clean, simple, tasteful, dramatic -- no one can doubt that the Queen's sense of style is exquisite and equally exquisitely presented.

     While Vialle is not as 'roll up your sleeves and get into it' as some past Queens have been, she is also not shirking from the hard work of rebuilding the city, port and castle after their disastrous last few years. 

Royal Family of Rebma
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Queen Moins
      Under Queen Moins, Rebma was no mere 'reflection' of Amber, but a proud Kingdom in its own right with its own customs and cultures.  That began to change shortly after the centennial celebration of Majestrix Clarissa's reign in Amber.

     It is said that Oberon took to slipping down the Faiella-Bionin for frequent visits to the undersea Kingdom.  Just exactly what the Majestor of Amber and the Queen of Rebma – a strong woman known to be a powerful sorceress of deep and mysterious abilities -- were up to is still not known to the day.  But the results are obvious.  The birth of Princess Llewella, the slow morphing of Rebma to mirror her surface neighbor, and the return of Oberon to Amber to confront his Majestrix concerning her policies.

     Unfortunately, whatever it was they were up to weakened Moins enough that she survived the birth of her daughter by only a few years.  Long enough however, to declare her eldest daughter, Moire, heir to the Kingdom in an attempt to keep Oberon's influence from further overshadowing the once proud Kingdom.  An attempt that ultimately proved futile.
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Morganthe

     If ever there was a Princess of Rebma, that Princess was Morganthe.  The young woman was beautiful, elegant, passionate and very, very aware of her position in life.  As heir to the Rebman throne and as herself, what Morganthe wanted, Morganthe got.  (Her mother, Moire, may have been a little willfully blind to this tendency in her daughter.)

     And so when Morganthe decided she wanted a Prince of Amber, she got one.  What she did not want was a pregnancy ruining her figure and her future.  What she also did not want was strong, screaming and worst of all *male* child constantly demanding her attention.  Unfortunately, due to his parentage -- his *absent* parentage -- Martin was to valuable to merely be put aside or done away with.  And Queen Moire was in no way going to give the child up.

     In the end, Morganthe chose to end her life rather than live the nightmare of responsibility and maturity that her missing lover and her controlling mother were enforcing upon her.


[image: image28.png]



Queen Moire
     A strong woman in a weak position, Queen Moire works endlessly to strengthen Rebma against Amber's influence.  She isn't openly hostile toward the Kingdom but it's easy to see the resentment in her eyes -- the loss of her mother, the forced presence of a half-sister begot by her land's conqueror, the day by day changes that make Rebma a mirror to that conqueror, instead of the grand home she remembers from her youth -- all of these irritants have made Queen Moire more than a little testy.

     However, she also knows that as Amber goes so goes Reality therefore she doesn't dare strike openly.  And she doesn't dare bring the anger of Amber down on her people.  So she bided her time, openly an ally and openly one who is working toward something other than a universe of Amber and for Amber.

     Now that Oberon's successor seems to be decided, Moire is treading an even finer tight-rope.  Her hostility towards Prince Random could not be understated and now he is King of Amber.  What this will mean for Rebma has yet to be determined, but so far Moire hasn't seemed ready to give up her hatred of the man who disgraced and drove her daughter to suicide.
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