FAQ
Amber - 

1) Can I vote for...?
No.  Be aware that Amber is and has always been an absolute monarchy.  *Very* absolute.  There is a notable difference in status between the lowliest of Oberon's heirs and the most elevated of mortals.  No noble in Amber, no matter how elevated they are, no matter what their lineage, considers themselves a peer with a Prince of Amber.  And no respectable Prince of Amber ever confuses themselves with a mortal.  The children of Oberon literally are tricky, crafty, powerful and mean gods walking among men so expect a lot of deference from the people you meet.

2) What happened to the Weir?
There were never a great many civilian Weir in Amber to start with and most of those left -- quite quickly -- after Eric's death.  Most of Eric's Weir military forces died during the Battle of Kolvir.  The remaining militarized Weir traveled down the Black Road with the armies of Amber.  And, to the best of anyone's knowledge, all of them died during the ensuing struggles against the forces of Chaos.  (One might think they had something to prove.)

3)  Speaking of the Weir, what happens at full moons?

Tir-na N’ogth comes out.  ;)


Specifically, the Weir are not ‘werewolves.’  They are their own distinct species that has no relationship to any form of lycanthropy.  Thus, they don’t particularly care about moons, silver or wolvesbane.  And they certainly don’t serve any vampires.

4) What is the ‘tech level’ in Amber?

The general feel I’m going for is late Elizabethan, 1650-early 1700s England. Generally - 

Armor:  Ceremonial breastplates, padded leather, etc.

Weapons:  Swords, knives, crossbows (repeating crossbows are very rare and somewhat suspicious in the hands of civilians.) Corwin’s rifles are firmly in the hands of the Royal Family and no one else has managed to figure out the secret to explosives in Amber.

Transportation:  Carts, carriages, horses.  There are no self-propelled vehicles in Amber.  And tricky air currents around the port and Kolvir have also discouraged the use of gliders, balloons or man-carrying kites.

Medical:  Actually here Amber is both better than and worse than Elizabethan England.  While there is a much better feel for actual anatomy and germ-theory among the general populace of Amber, the existence of real curses and magic does cloud the issue somewhat.  Also since the general health level of the populace is very high as compared to Shadow, many ‘maintenance’ style medicines -- such as vaccinations -- are not used much.

Magical:  Almost none.  Amber, by its very nature, resists most magics and sorceries.  A few minor cantrips used by specialists may have some temporary effect, but overall, Amber is not the place to be casting spells or bringing magical items.


Power:  Amber is mostly run on man and animal power.  There are some coal burning ‘mills’ but they are rare.  And a few of the uppermost of the upper class have gas-powered lamps in their houses.  But there are no nearby rivers to supply hydraulic power and the winds are too uneven for windmills.  Steam power doesn’t seem... to work well within the city.  Thus, if it’s to be done, it’s to be done by hand. 
Chaos - 

1) Can I play a Chaosian?
As long as you're the son or daughter of a Princess or Prince of Amber, sure.  But be aware that Chaosians are going to be strangers in a strange and hostile land when in Amber and its environs.

2) How much is known about Chaos?
Among the Royal Family, some.  Bleys and Fiona are the best experts, though Flora and Llewella are rapidly gaining on them due to their Ambassadorial duties.  If Benedict knows anything, he isn't saying.

Among the rest of Amber and it's environs, what little known is confused, often exaggerated or just plain wrong.  The returning veterans of the Black Road War haven't helped this situation.  Many of them are very confused about their experiences and the whole situation.  In addition, the enormously high incidents of post-traumatic stress disorders among the returning veterans have made them both unreliable sources and, sometimes, just plain dangerously crazy folks.

Rebma -

1) Do I emerge from Rebma wet?
Nope.  Whether from the Faiella-Bionen, or through a Trump, or from a transport from the center of the Rebma Pattern, when one emerges from Rebma to air, one is usually dry.  (Note - this is not true of other underwater situations.)

2) Is Rebma a Golden Circle Kingdom?
Rebma is a mystical place that mirrors Amber in geography, intrigue and danger.  It hasn't been a tourist destination since Czarina Faiella's time and no one goes there lightly.  While Amber doesn't guard the top of the Faiella-Bionin, Queen Moire maintains a locked and guarded gate at the bottom of the stairs.  There is no other known way in or out of Rebma and no trade goes back and forth between Amber and the undersea kingdom.

Patterns - 

1) How many people know about the Pattern(s)?
Outside of the Royal Family -- very, very few.  Moire knows about the Pattern in Rebma, and may have deduced other things based on its existence.  Only Royals know about the Pattern in Tir-na N'ogth.  And only Royals who have been to Chaos (and Gerard) know about Corwin's Pattern.  Patterns are a huuuuggge secret and are NOT talked about in public by the Family.

2) How many people know about the Jewel of Judgement?
Living people?  Corwin, Random, Merlin, Fiona, Bleys and Dworkin.  (Though honestly, Caine probably has some sneaking suspicions as well.)  To everyone else, it's just part of the Regalia of the King of Amber.

Tir-na N'ogth - 

1) Can non-Royals go to Tir-na N'ogth?
Only at great risk.  Not only does the Royal Family get a little snotty about it, most non-Royals don't have the fortitude it takes to survive there.

Trumps - 

1) Are Trumps indestructible?
Nope.  They are nigh-invulnerable - meaning that they are very, very sturdy paper.  They can withstand long exposures to water and most vermin find them unappetizing.  However, Trump Cards do not make reliable shiriken or shields and should be kept away from open flames.

2) Do I have any Trumps?
It depends.  If you are a Trump Artist, yes.  If you are (or were) on good terms with a red-headed parent, yes.  If you have been openly in residence in Amber as a member of the Royal Family for a good many years, yes.  Otherwise, you'll have to sell me your really good reason for having them.

3) Can I use my Trump as a fire hose?
Usually atmospheres (even highly pressurized ones) do not squirt through Trumps without very good reasons for doing so.  Even when someone else is passing through.  So if you want to use a Trump as a fire hose, something else should be going on as well.

